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folks, and I have asked them and I have
heard other Members ask them, What
are we doing there to begin with? And
we got very vague, nebulous answers.

My colleague has raised the point
about a civil war. What is going on in
Sudan right now? Is there not a civil
war? Is there not persecution of Chris-
tians over there?

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, in fact, in Sudan and
Rwanda there is not a civil war. That
truly is a genocide. And that is the dif-
ference. And if our policy is going to be
to stop genocide, we ought to be in
Rwanda tomorrow or, as my colleague
said, Sudan. There are hundreds of
thousands of deaths, many, many,
many multiples of the kinds of deaths
that we have in Yugoslavia.

Yugoslavia was a civil war, as the
gentleman has correctly pointed out.
In Rwanda and Sudan, there is truly a
genocide. But we do not see that on
CNN. We do not see the administration
gung ho about doing that.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, no, we
do not. And there is also a border war
between Eritrea and Ethiopia. Will we
be over there? What is going to be the
policy?

And where will NATO come to play?
As my colleague pointed out, NATO is
a defensive organization and yet this
was an offensive operation. Are we
going to be seeing NATO doing that all
over the world? And then what are they
going to do about the Middle East? Is
NATO going to have a role in that? We
probably will not see that. But what
kind of precedent does that set?

In any case, as the gentleman has al-
luded to many times, in terms of the
details, let us assume everything that
he has mentioned to this point, every-
thing works out. The big question then
is how is it going to be paid for?

One of the things that has shocked
me as a Member of Congress is that on
peace agreements it is usually good ol’
Uncle Sam, our hard-working tax-
payers back home, our money basically
buying off both sides. But over there,
and it might be the President hosts
something and you have all the heads
of state and you have a big fanfare and
it is in some strange and unusual place
we have never heard of. And yet, at the
bottom line, they all have one thing in
common; and that is that the Amer-
ican taxpayers have paid both sides to
quit fighting.

There can be a great advantage to
that. It might be cheaper than to con-
tinue fighting. And it certainly may
save American lives. And yet how
much of this out of 19 NATO countries
will we be paying?

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I say to
the gentleman from Georgia, I think
that point is a very valid point and I
think it is something that everyone on
this floor has an obligation to explore.

Six hundred out of the 800 towns in
Kosovo have been destroyed. There has
been mass destruction, mass refugees
who have exiled from that country who
are going to have to go back.

I mentioned earlier the economy.
This is going to cost a lot of money.
The United States has already carried
by far the vast majority of the finan-
cial obligation of this war. There are
American forces. It is American equip-
ment. And it is the taxpayer, every one
of my colleagues in this Chamber, all
of our constituents that are employed
out there, we are carrying the burden
for this.

So far it is $16 billion. But that is not
very accurate. I think it is much high-
er than that. I think the tab to repair
this is going to be around $100 billion.

Now, does that mean that we should
not repair it, that we should not pro-
vide these people with heat in the win-
ter, that they should not be provided
with food, that we should not try to
boost their economy? No. Just the op-
posite. I think there is an obligation to
go in there and help these refugees re-
build their country, help maintain
peace.

But I am tired of the taxpayers of the
United States of America always car-
rying the burden. Where are our Euro-
pean allies? This is a problem in Eu-
rope. But I know what is carrying the
burden. It is the United States tax-
payers.

Now, as my colleague knows, I do not
have any objection to helping out
somebody; we help people on welfare; if
we can help out a neighbor. That is
why America is great. That is what
makes our country great. But we also
believe in sharing, sharing the burden.
And that is the big question.

I am fully committed as long as I
serve in this Congress to standing up to
this President and this administration
and drawing a line in the sand and say,
look, Mr. President, we have got to
have burden sharing here. What share
are the Europeans going to carry in
this? Is it going to be the United States
taxpayers that for many, many years
into the future will spend a lot of
money that otherwise would go to our
Social Security, that otherwise would
go to our schools, that otherwise would
go to our health care programs?

My colleagues, do not kid yourselves.
If we do not have burden sharing by our
neighbors and the other members of
NATO, and I mean fair, proportionate
burden sharing, it will be a sacrifice in
this country.

Now, we are all willing to make a
sacrifice to help a hungry person get
food. But after a while, when we have
got neighbors that can help feed them
too, we cannot sacrifice our families.
So this is a hot issue for me.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, just to
put it in Georgia terms, I represent
coastal Georgia from Savannah to
Brunswick to St. Mary’s, Georgia. I
also have, a little west of there,
Vidalia, home of the Vidalia onions;
Statesboro, Georgia, home of Georgia
Southern University. You take all the
18 counties of the First District of
Georgia, it is about 600,000 people. Go
down just south of that to Jacksonville
and we are talking about approxi-

mately 855,000 people, the entire coast
of Georgia and part of the coast of
Florida. That is who the refugees
would constitute if we put numbers to
it. We would have that many refugees.
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You take all those people out of
coastal Georgia and let us say a hurri-
cane came and the hurricane destroyed
all the roads, all the bridges, all the
factories so there are no jobs, there are
no schools, there are no hospitals,
there are no homes, and you have got
to rebuild all that.

And then as you have pointed out,
our NATO allies have not been car-
rying their fair share in this war effort.
I seriously doubt that they are going to
be willing to do this in the peace effort.
But as the President obligates us to re-
build Yugoslavia, think about what
also is on the table. Social Security,
Medicare, Medicaid, children’s health
care, immunizations, research for mul-
tiple sclerosis, for Parkinson’s disease,
for cancer, all this.

Now, in an ordinary household, the
American taxpayer is saying, ‘‘Okay, I
understand, you got to spend some
money in Kosovo so you’re going to re-
duce spending over here, and these are
good programs but I understand choice,
because I the American worker have to
do that. I have to choose between a
new dryer or a new set of tires for the
family van. And so I understand that.’’

But that is not the case. Here in
Washington what happens is you just
continue spending in both places. That
is one of the things that just drives us
crazy with this administration, as con-
servative Members of Congress, is that
if the administration wants to obligate
us to spend all the money in Kosovo
and let NATO not carry their fair
share, then you would think they
would at least say, ‘‘Okay, but we are
going to spend a little less elsewhere,’’
but they do not do that. They continue
to spend at extravagant and high levels
of other causes, both worthy and
wasteful. There again, the hardworking
American families of middle class tax-
payers who are already putting in 50 to
60 hours a week, two-income families
and they are running back and forth,
they are paying taxes, one more time
they are going to get stuck with the
tab.

Mr. MCINNIS. My district is Colo-
rado. In fact the gentleman from Geor-
gia comes out to Colorado and vaca-
tions out in the Colorado mountains. I
happen to feel like him, I feel very
lucky about the district that I rep-
resent. But we camp out a lot in our
district, out there in the mountains.
We kind of have a rule. It gets cold al-
most every night, even in the hottest
day of the summer it still gets cold in
the Colorado mountains at night. It
still cools down, so you build a fire. We
have a rule. ‘‘If you want to sit by the
fire, you got to help gather the fire-
wood.’’ That is just a basic obligation.
In the morning if you want to eat
breakfast, you too got to get out of


